Treesponsibility
Newsletter

Volume 2 Issue 25
Spring 2017

Contact us:- 10 Broughton St., Hebden Bridge 07847 815 926
treesponsibility@yahoo.co.uk www.treesponsibility.com






















































Phew!
It was a huge relief to be able to get our polytunnel reskinned before storm Doris blew in - the polytunnel
is a vital part of treesponsibility’s operations because it is where we store all our planting equipment, so it
was big worry when a hole in the plastic appeared in January.
We would like to say a very big thank you to Performers without Borders who paid for the new skin (they
have a small environment fund, because of their air travel).

Performers Without Borders
Performers Without Borders gives orphans and vulnerable children the opportunity to explore their
potential through learning performance arts. Their work mainly takes the form of a 3 month tour,
with a team of up to 9 volunteer circus and performance artists, who spend 1 month at 3 schools
and orphanages in Indian and Nicaragua. During that time they encourage personal development by
teaching the children various aspects of the performing arts which concludes with a show presented to
their local community.
The project has run for almost 10 years entirely on hard working volunteers and their dedication and
commitment. In 2015 they took the step of paying part time admin staff to keep PWB running every
day, as it was no longer deemed sustainable for them to run entirely on volunteer support. They would
also like to cover the expenses of their intrepid Tour Coordinators, who donate up to an entire YEAR of
their time recruiting, planning, organising and finally facilitating and ensuring the success of each PWB
tour. And although they get a lot of donations of circus equipment, they do need to allocate some funds
to buying and repairing workshop essentials and other Tour materials.
Performers Without Borders already have a campaign for receiving small donations (£2 to £50) called
the FAB500 (see their website). But they are now also looking for larger donors who can support their
work with a single or regular bigger donations. They are also looking for Patrons and Trustees who can
help guide their mainly volunteer led charity, so that it is self-funding and sustainable for the future.
Please contact them if you can help them in any of these capacities or can put them in touch with
someone who can.

Natural Flood Management in Stroud, a field trip.
By Keith Wilson, Sticks and Stones
Early in January, 2017, a few Calderdale folk went to visit Chris Uttley, the Natural Flood
Management officer for Stroud Council. As you may be aware, Stroud also suffers from flooding
and is one of the few councils to have invested in an NFM post.
Our rather open ended mission was to see how they operate down there, and more specifically to
see some woody debris/leaky dams and learn how they make them.
After meeting Chris and some people from the Environment Agency we were taken to a site above
the town to work with some contractors to make a few dams across a tributary of one of their rivers.
First suitable spots were chosen for the
dams. Criteria for selection included
looking for a widening of the clough
where water could be successfully moved
out of the stream to the flood plane banks,
and there being suitable trees that could be
felled. Once the sites had been identified –
squeezing as many in as possible, as they
work best in series, the trees were felled.
Using a winch attached to a tractor the
stems were pulled into place, adjusting by
hand using cant hooks and crowbars.
Chainsaw were on hand to cut them to
length or remove and woody stumps that
were in the way. The dams are almost
thrown together. There is no attempt to stop the flow of the stream with the dam, we are only trying
to slow the flow. Gaps reduce the forces on the dam and if they are too small the river in spate could
destroy the work.
Finally holes are drilled through the logs with a
massive petrol driver auger and steel rods,
about 1 inch diameter are driven through to pin
the logs together. These help ensure the dams
wont go anywhere when the river is up.
Unfortunately we didn't get to see these part of
the operation, they tend to build all the dams
then pin them all at the end, but we did pick up
some tips – like have several spare augers as
some will get stuck! Then smaller branch wood
is piled in or behind the dams to help catch any
more woody debris that flows down stream.
That evening we went to a nice pub with Chris
and talked about wider issues of his post. He gets people who have been affected by the flooding to
talk to land owners to acquire sites. He offer the work of building any interventions – be they leaky
dams, bunds or other earth works to the land owners themselves which give them another incentive
– a job - as well as helping to ensure that the features will be looked after and maintained. He has
contractors on hand if they don't want the work and he himself works on site with whoever does the

work. He has managed to side step the usual council restriction of tendering for work. He needs to
interact with various bodies to ensure felling licenses are in places, and take into account whatever
local wildlife concerns there are for a given site.
He also gave us a map so we could visit some other sites where interventions have been made the
next day. He was very generous with his knowledge and has invited us to keep in contact should we
require any guidance in the future.
On day two we hit the road and went to
see some earthworks. At a National Trust
site where heavy rains turn a track into a
river turn-bys had been dug to take the
water into ditches buy the side. The
ditches however were compartmentalised
with logs and clay to form temporary
ponds. They must have held thousands of
gallons of water and looked very pleasing
to the eye. They were incorporated into a
kids play area, a woodland trail they could
follow.
We saw some older wood debris dams
which were some of the first they built. It was useful to see as they weren't all that good – lessons
had been learned and we don't need to repeat their mistakes. Large stems are better than little one
and the more steel pins you use the better! We could see where the dams could have been better
placed too.
Finally we saw some bunds in fields.
Sloping fields had had the turf removed
while the earth was re-profiled to make
long mounds along the contours. Turn-bys
had been made to feed surface run off from
the track into these temporary ponds. It
wasn't easy to get a decent photo of these,
especially with the bright low winter sun.
All in all it was a very useful and
informative trip. Chris is lovely. He's very
enthusiastic about his post and very
accommodating to us piling in, interrupting
his work and asking loads of questions.

And here is a leaky dam that we did in Long Field Farm near Todmorden last month
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