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Alas! I am incapable of writing this introduction to Volume 2 Issue 24 of the
treesponsibility newsletter without alluding to the fact that the world is going to hell
in a handcart. What with Brexit, Aleppo, the UK abandoning the child refugees in
Calais, and the new Trump administration composed of billionaires, oil barons,
misogynists, racists and climate deniers everything seems irremediably awful at the
moment. On a personal level it was depressing to be slagged off by our MP in the
parliamentary debate on grouse shooting without a right of reply (Craig Whittaker
accused treesponsibility of spreading misinformation: we had commissioned a study
to work out the impacts of managed burning on flooding, but he critiqued the report
because it did not cover reservoirs – a separate issue which is being modelled by the
Environment Agency Grrr!).
Hey ho! ‘tis the season to be merry, so in that spirit I will try and find some things to
cheer us all up.
Firstly, it is great to be able to report that treesponsibility is really going well at the
moment – trees are going into the ground at a good rate, and the NFM programme is
really gaining momentum (see pages 4 and 5).
Secondly, it is deeply reassuring to know that blanket bogs can recover well when
damaging forms of management are discontinued. I visited the RSPB reserve at
Geltsdale last week and it was great to see how the sphagnum has re-established.
There is a report on page 6.
Thirdly it is important to remember that there are still people doing good stuff (even
if it does not receive much media coverage). I attended a well attended Calderdale
Valley of Sanctuary meeting last week – aiming at making our valley a welcoming
place for refugees and asylum seekers.
Finally, and when all else fails, there is always tree-planting. Even after all these
years, I have never felt depressed when planting trees….….which leads me neatly on
to the main purpose of this newsletter - publicising our New Year’s planting on the
2nd of January (Bank Holiday Monday). It is a treesponsibility tradition to have a
New Year’s tree-planting, but we can only do it when there is a site which is easily
accessible, so we were delighted to get our site at Pinnacle Farm which is just 30-40
minutes (steep!) walk from Hebden Bridge Town Centre (just follow the signs up
Horsehold Road). There will also be lifts available from the station (see back page).
We thought it would be nice to do the planting as a valley of sanctuary event, so we
are going to do the soup and refreshments on a “pay what you feel” basis to raise
funds for two local projects – support for victims of torture, and the newly formed
unity choir which will bring refugees and local people together in song. Hopefully
some of you could volunteer to bake cakes. Please let us know if you can help.
Hope to see you there (or at our birthday planting weekend on March 10-12th).
xx Dongria





























Natural Flood Management
Progress Report
One of the best things about treesponsibility is that it
constantly throws up new challenges. This year’s task
was to spend the £85,000 NFM funding from the
Environment Agency in the best way possible. To
make the project just that little bit more interesting,
the EA did not sign off on the money until October,
and have asked us to have all the invoices in by the
end of February (with no underspend). No pressure
then!
Digger work at Stonebooth

I am delighted to report that we are well on schedule.
This is partly because we risked £20,000 of our
working capital to do some work in advance of the
finalisation of the contract, partly because the
weather has been kind to us, and partly because of
Billy’s acumen with spreadsheets and amazing
financial management. Phew! The EA people on our
project board are happy with the way things are
going, so our reputation for delivery remains intact:Fencing of Tree Planting and Slowing The Flow
Sites. Budget £13800. Amount remaining at end of
December £0
This money enabled us to fence our tree-planting site
at Lodge Farm (helping to intercept surface water
flow above the Eastwood sewerage works), as well as
installing a vertiginous fence at Trial Holes on
Midgelden bank, and a deer fence to protect living
willow revetments at Longfield farm.

Wooden leaky dams for surface storm water
run-off at Stonebooth

Slowing The Flow. Budget £31250. Amount
remaining at end of December £10500
So far we have installed wooden leaky dams at
Gorpley, North Midgelden and Stonebooth, woody
debris dams at Dillscouts wood (thanks Matt) and
have started on NFM interventions with willow at
Longfield. We have also contracted Lee Mitchell to do
digger work in a silted up pond at Stonebooth
Cottage, which will hopefully lead to the attenuation
of approx. 1000 cubic metres of water in heavy
rainfall events. This was quite a major undertaking
for us, and we took advice from chartered engineer
Stuart Bradshaw, who helped us draw up the plans.

Stuart and Aidan

The “slowing the flow” budget will cover additional
work at Longfield, North Midgelden and Upper
Strines in early 2017 (and hopefully a further site
opposite Midgelden Bank) as well as paying for
geomorphological consultancy to carry out risk
assessments for in- stream woody dam interventions
in Hardcastle Craggs. Aidan Foley of EGG
Consultants is undertaking this work.


























 
 











 
 
 





































Visit to Geltsdale

On Wednesday last week I visited the RSPB reserve at Geltsdale with Jenny Shepherd, and Joey
Williams of the Slow the Flow group. Once a “traditionally managed” driven grouse shooting moor
with very little sphagnum, Geltsdale was acquired by the RSPB, and no burning at all has taken
place since 2009 – instead they have mown the heather, and they have also blocked all the grips.
We were shown round by Steve, a botanist who is the warden of the reserve. He told us that they
were aiming for one third mixed dwarf shrubs, one third grasses, and one third mosses. Once the
ground is rewetted, one mow should be enough to achieve this. It was a true delight to see
sphagnum all over the place – a very clear demonstration that blanket bog can be restored. The
RSPB had not used any inoculation or plugs, this had just happened naturally (although such
interventions could speed things up).
The birds seemed to like it too – we saw healthy populations of grouse (although obviously less
than the intensive stocking with reared grouse chicks). I was quite surprised to see seven grouse in
the branches of a tree! Earlier in 2016 a hen harrier chick fledged at the reserve. Named Bonny, he
was one of only seven such chicks to fledge this year in England. Bonny was satellite tagged as part
of a project funded by the European Union LIFE Programme.
As well as blanket bog, the estate also contains significant areas of newly planted woodland, and an
area which was once sheep pasture. When the RSPB first came to the estate this area was
intensively grazed and had a close cropped sward with little vegetation to impede run-off (like
much of the land in the Calder Valley). When the sheep were removed purple moor grass (molinia)
took over, but this over-dominance was controlled by occasional grazing with cattle (highland
breeds). The area is now much more diverse, with dwarf shrubs and sphagnum among the grasses,
and much more hydraulic roughness to impede stormwater surface flows.

Demonstration at Drax Powerstation

The dastardly Drax greenwash team try to persuade us that Drax is green

Lush funding helped with the costs of staging a demonstration outside Drax power station, highlighting the fact that in return for trashing forests and digging up communities, Drax is receiving massive
subsidies when it should have been closed down years ago. They are cashing in on around £1.3 million
in subsidies every single day, and are hoping to get as much as £1.65 million every day in future. Meanwhile, subsidies for genuinely renewable and low carbon onshore wind and solar power are being slashed
across the UK.
The money which Lush gave paid for props and banners (including for the “drax greenwash team”, see
above, and Bea’s great banner, see below) transport expenses, publicity and the publication of 1000 zines,
celebrating 10 years of activism since the Drax climate camp in 2007.
A full report of the demonstration is available here
http://coalaction.org.uk/2016/10/axedrax-demo/

Film of the greenwashers is available here:
https://vimeo.com/188564054?ref=fb-share&1

Film of the demonstration is available here
http://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/2016/new-drax-movie/

The zine is available online here
http://coalaction.org.uk/drax-ten-years-on

But we know better!

Treesponsibility Diary Dates
October 3rd – planting with Sacred Heart School at Pickwood House
10th October – Planting with Old Earth School at Wilcroft House
11th October – Planting with Old Earth School at Wilcroft House
12th October – Planting with Saville Park School at Wilcroft House
14-16th October Treesponsibility Autumn Gathering and the
postponed 18th birthday feast. Staying at Height Gate, and planting at
Lodge Farm on the Saturday and Sunday. (See p. 2). Please let us
know if you are coming:- treesponsibility@yahoo.co.uk
18th October – Grouse Moor Debate in parliament (see p.6)
22nd October Demonstration at Drax (see p.9)

Come and join us, all ages welcome

6 November – planting with 80 University of Leeds students at Pinnacle
Station pick-ups atFarm
10.20 a.m. and 11.20 a.m.
th

or walk up Horsehold road and follow the signs
(30 mins)
13th November – planting with National
Citizenship students at Pickwood
House

20th November – planting with National Citizenship students at Lower
Springs
more info: treesponsibility@yahoo.co.uk

28th November planting with the Environment Agency at Upper
Horsewood

some memorial
other diary
dates
11th December ...and
– Chip Woods
planting
at Upper Crimsworth
17th – 19th February Woodcraft Folk Weekend at Height Gate
10-12th March – Treesponsibility 19th Birthday planting weekend
7-9th April – GAPS planting weekend

