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Hi all, 

 

Volume 2 Issue 18 of the treesponsibility newsletter is just an eight pager, because I am trying to rush 

it out to inform you about imminent events (see diary dates on the back page).  I have also included 

the swanky new SOURCE REPORT, so I hope you won't mind too much. 

 

When the report was printed, back in June, we were celebrating being selected as a “Fresh Aire” pilot 

project, which, we hoped, would give us  financial security for a few years.   As requested, we put 

together a budget and funding package amounting to £100,000 p.a. over 5 years, which would have 

covered tree-planting, erosion control, and “slowing the flow interventions” throughout the Calder 

headwaters, as well as a yearly fund for on-going site development.  But alas, it was not to be.   We 

heard in August that we are not in an economic priority area, so the SOURCE cannot be included in 

the funding bid. 

 

Although this is disappointing, it could be a blessing in disguise, because the money would have come 

via Europe and would have been very bureaucratic.  So we are now moving on to funding PLAN B – 

aptly named “cupboard scrapings.”  We hope that the SOURCE has proved useful enough to enough 

organisations over the years for them to want to keep the show on the road by giving more modest 

amounts (£10,000 – £25,000).  Together with  money we get from SUMA and other fund-raising  this 

could just be enough to keep treesponsibility going. (We're determined to reach our 25 year mark in 

March 2023!).  I will report back on how we are doing with the funding at the treesponsibility 

gathering. 

 

One good thing about the Fresh Aire process is that we were obliged to develop a sites portfolio for 

2015/16, and this has kept us busy throughout the summer.  (We visit all our sites with other 

SOURCE partners to ensure that ecological and archaeological issues are taken into account in the site 

designs).  As a result of all this work, things are looking pretty healthy on the sites front  although of 

course we are always on the look-out for more land!   

 

As you will see from the diary dates, this year's planting season kicks off on September 20th, when 

we will be doing more tree-planting at South Grain.  The Autumn programme will continue with 

hedge planting and willow revetments at Gorpley, planting a hazel coppice at North Dene, a small 

woodland at Laneside Farm and a new hedgerow to enclose the woodland we planted at Longfield 

back in 2003.  Billy and I visited this site a week ago and it was a sheer delight to walk through well-

managed woodland where there was once a wet field.  It will be a lovely place to take children to 

plant, as they can see “one we made earlier” in proper Blue-Peter style. 

 

On the subject of children, we are very sad that this will be the first year for nine years that we have 

not been able to run environmental-awareness residentials for children in Halifax schools.  We did put 

in some funding bids but these were unsuccessful, so there is no money in the kitty (unless 

anyone out there has any brilliant fund-raising ideas?).  It seems such a shame that it has all come to 

an end. 

 

This issue is largely about what has been happening over Summer (plus some climate and fracking 

gloom and doom).  Apart from all the number crunching and site plans,  we've put deer-shelters on the 

hazel at High Hirst and  sorted out the fencing at a new site called Windy Harbour, which will planted 

in the New Year;  Thomas Lambert has produced a super-dooper GIS map of all our sites; Christina 

has been doing outreach at the Green Gathering; and Gavin has been taking work teams out with 

Calder Futures.  Billy has been off buddhisting, and Bear has been off with the pizza van. Oh, and one 

more piece of news – I became a grandmother for the first time! 

 

Hope to see you all soon  x Dongria 

 

 

 



CMBC Community TaskForce Volunteer Days 
 

“We always have a fantastic day 

working with the treesponsibility 

team. Our young volunteers have 

the rare opportunity to diversify 

their skill sets and get an 

understanding for the time 

consuming work that goes into tree 

planting, flood prevention and 

conservation. We work in some 

stunning locations, which offers a 

refreshing change from the urban 

sprawl that most of our young 

volunteers have become 

accustomed. Thank you to Dongria 

and the team, we thoroughly enjoy 

our time with you.” 

  

Thanks, 

Becky Jenkinson nee Watts, Community Taskforce Supervisor 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

GIS Map  
 

Many thanks to Thomas Lambert who has 

been beavering away building up a GIS map to 

show all the “SOURCE partner” sites in the 

Calder Headwaters (Moors for the Future 

moorland restoration sites, Treesponsibility's 

historic and prospective sites, Calder Futures 

riverbank work and BlackBark's erosion 

control.  It is still work in process because the 

“Million Trees” sites planted by Calderdale 

Council have not yet been included, but what 

the map does show is that when you put all our 

work together we are a “landscape scale” 

project, which could have a real impact on 

flooding in the valley. 

 

(Note:- The detail of the map is not going to 

come out in black and white – the full colour 

version with legend will be available on the 

treesponsibility website). 

 

 



 

Treesponsibility Outreach over the Summer.   Christina Hooley. 
 

This summer I attended the Green Gathering to represent Treesponsibility at the Co-operators 

camp.This year for the first time ever the radical co-operative movement had its own area at 

the Green Gathering. Radical Routes, a small national network of radical co-ops working for 

social change, coordinated the camp.  Treesponsibility, though  not a co-op in the formal 

sense, was invited to participate. 

 

I travelled with Rosie from Nutclough Housing co-op in Hebden Bridge in Treesponsibility's 

van with Andrew and Felix from Rose Howie co-op in Liverpool and a load of tat including 

the kitchen sink, Rosie was infrastructure coordinator for the camp. We were the first to 

arrive and it was our job to begin setting up our camp. 

 

All together we had forty adults and seven children from twenty co-ops  Between us we a 

delivered a daily programme of workshops and hosted evening get togethers around the camp 

fire. I facilitated a workshop on co-ops and social change that was attended by 20 people. 10 

people attended the Treesponsibility workshop including some women in Derbyshire who 

were inspired to look at setting up a similar project where they live. 

 

One of the highlights of the gathering was seeing the internationally acclaimed activist, Star 

Hawk.Star Hawk said she had been an activist for a long time since the movement against the 

Vietnam war  back in 1965. She acknowledged that it is hard for activists to keep going when 

it seems that things don't change, except to get worse, but that we can find ourselves making 

a difference in surprising ways. She told us the story of the global justice camp at Canun, 

Mexico in 2003 where the World Trade Organization fifth ministerial conference was taking 

place.  She helped to set up a model eco village with a system for utilising rain-fall to provide 

water for washing, demonstrating a simple solution to water shortage for the many 

impoverished  farmers attending the camp. The talks broke down, in part due to the solidarity 

of the G23 developing countries but arguably attributable to the unity of the movement, their 

bravery inspired by the self-sacrifice of Korean farmer, Lee Kyung Hae. 

 

She went on to talk about soil, and that conservative ranchers in America have woken up to 

the soil crisis because it is affecting their livelihoods and are taking action to re-build their 

soils.She said that she believed that humanity would come to its senses in time to prevent 

utter catastrophe, but the Goddess is a drama queen and is letting us go to the brink. We then 

joined her in a ritual, spiral dance singing “if you want to know where the power lies, turn 

and look into each other's eyes... an affirming message for our co-operators camp. 

 

A second highlight was Paul Mobs providing much food for thought with, 'Fracking' our 

food and farming system, he says we should be asking, “Why Fracking?” his answer “.... as 

we approach the ecological limits to growth, and the measures to maintain business as usual 

become even more extreme, the latest techno fix “solutions” to our needs have as much to do 

with denying the existence of those limits as they are to provide more energy or food” 

www.fraw.org.uk/fwd?ecolonomics014. 

 

 

 

 



River stewardship strategy for the Upper Valley   Gavin Roberts 

As well as working for treesponsibility, I am also part of another locally-based initiative Calder Future, which 

involves volunteers and businesses in practical interventions on the waterways within Calderdale. As part of a 

flood mitigation scheme, Calder Future has been supported by both CMBC and the EA in organising a series of 

river stewardship activities, mainly on the stretch of the River Calder which runs through Mytholmroyd in the 

Upper Calder Valley.         

The idea of river stewardship is to engage local residents and businesses in hands-on workdays to tackle the 

flooding issue by removing vegetation and obstructions (such as litter) from the watercourse. The stretch of the 

Calder that flows through the middle of Mytholmroyd, which for years has been a flooding blackspot, is 

actually quite accessible (sometimes needing a ladder though!), and during the spring and summertime 

volunteers have climbed down onto the banking to remove the vegetation and litter build-up. They have been 

using hand tools, although a lot of the time it has just been a case of removing the invasive Himalayan balsam 

by hand, for which only gloves are needed (see pic below). 

The idea behind this vegetation control is that its removal will reduce the friction whereby the riverbank and 

accumulated shoals can impede the channel flow; this will then enable the current to flow faster and decrease 

the risk of flooding when the river is in spate. The sections of the river where the work has taken place tend to 

be in its narrower ‘bottleneck’ section in the centre of Mytholmroyd; there have been calls for the EA to come 

in and carry out dredging of the river, but in fact a lot of the accumulated silt and debris which could be 

removed by dredging are in wider parts, at the opposite ends of the village, where the river already maintains a 

relatively slow and safe course.  For more info about local river stewardship, visit www.calderfuture.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ocean Methane Hydrates and Climate Change. 

The East Siberian Sea, the largest area of continental 

shelf on the planet, is currently hosting the biggest 

recorded eruption of oceanic methane hydrate. This is a 

well-understood and predicted result of climate change, 

and a major positive-feedback process as the climate 

warms. 

The East Siberian shelf is the end-point for the Gulf 

Stream, and although this has weakened in recent years 

(another predicted result of climate change) it has also 

warmed, and this rise in temperature is transmitted by 

the weak current running East from Norway – since the 

warm water is lighter than that cold Arctic sea, it tends 

to stay high in the water column and travel east along 

the continental shelf, rather than continue north. Where 

the shelf widens under the East Siberian sea, the current 

finally spreads out and dissipates, but also raises the 

temperature of this area. 

Swedish boffins suggested a few years ago that  the 

warming of the sea in this area made about 50 gigga-

tonnes of methane susceptible to release, and this 

process seems to have begun. 

 

This is bad news for various reasons: 

1. It further confirms that climate models are more-or-less accurate, although the trend in recent 

years has been for re-modelling to suggest a worsening of the global climate situation rather 

than an improvement. The East Siberian events continue this trend. 

2. Although methane is short lived in the atmosphere, with a half-life of seven years, it is a 

virulent greenhouse gas and large scale releases have the capacity to massively increase 

atmospheric warming in the short-term (say 20 to 100 years). 

3. We seem to have reached a point at which Climate Change moves from being a political 

problem to being a practical one. As long as the biosphere is (or was) absorbing surplus 

greenhouse gases, there was room for doubt. Now that the biosphere is tipping over into 

positive feedback, doubt is increasingly ridiculous but we really are running out of time to 

deal with the problem. 

4. Methane release is associated with previous mass extinctions, and will be with the one that we 

are embroiled in now. The spurious argument put forward by some sceptics about cause and 

effect in these past events ignores the obvious fact that methane release is both a cause and an 

effect of climate change, mass extinction, and in the case of the end-Permian event the death 

of the oceans. 

So, what is to be done? There really is no time to waste and to avoid climate catastrophe we urgently 

need an immediate 80% cut in all climate change gas emissions and management of atmospheric 

carbon dioxide through targeted land use and conservation. This may give us the chance to prevent 

further ocean warming and replace lost Arctic snow cover – this in turn would protect methane 

deposits from further release (from permafrost as well as the continental shelf). Increasingly it seems 

that the Arctic is the place where the battle against climate change will be fought, if we choose to 

fight. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Reclaim The Power (RTP) evolved from the No Dash for Gas occupation of the new gas fired power station at 

West Burton in Nottinghamshire in October/November 2012. The first RTP camp took place at the active 

fracking site  near Balcome, West Sussex in August last year. 

 

The oil industry are pressing ahead with the dash for gas. Fracking is highly energy intensive and uses huge 

amounts of water. The continued dash for gas can only intensify fuel poverty, make our carbon reduction targets 

impossible to achieve, and keep the energy supply concentrated in the hands of a few unacountable 

corporations. 

 

At Reclaim The Power, climate and economic justice groups came together to connect the dots and challenge 

the undemocratic, unjust and unsustainable system and build a new movement for positive change. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

protesters at the 

camp against 

fracking New 

Preston Road, 

Blackpool 14th -20th 

August 2014 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ban the Burn Update 
 

Following our visit to Natural England's headquarters last February (see Issue 17), we received a letter from 

Andrew Woods (Executive Director – Science, Education and Advice)  relating to the “guidance refresh” 

process then underway.  He said that NE was formulating “more detailed practitioner guidance, which he hoped 

to be able to “share with stakeholders” in April. 

 

It is now August and we are still waiting for a further communication, but unfortunately there is no mystery 

about what actually happened, because the March 2014 Issue of the Moorland Association newsletter bragged 

about how they had put a spanner in the works:- “At a meeting with Minister for Natural Environment and 

Science, Lord de Mauley, the Moorland Association recommended that grouse moor managers were well placed 

to get on with conserving the uplands and delivering biodiversity and ecosystem services with the minimum of 

intervention and that this would help reduce costs as Natural England goes through another round of cuts.  

Andrew Sells, the new chairman of Natural England is from a financial background and Lord de Mauley felt 

sure he would be receptive to our point of view.   The importance of burning on deep peat as a key management 

tool could not have been stressed more strongly”. 

 

Meanwhile, the RSPB has looked in detail at the habitat map produced by NE to support future burning at 

Walshaw Moor and  concluded, using both national data on peat depths and in-field measurements, that some of 

the area mapped as ‘indicative dry heath’ is in fact degraded blanket bog.  Actual peat depth measurements were 

taken on a walk across the ‘indicative dry heath’ and all peat depths were in excess of 0.5metres – consistent 

with blanket bog.  

WE WILL BE HAVING A GET-TOGETHER AT LHAMO'S CAFE IN THE TRADES CLUB ON WED 

1ST OCTOBER AT 6.30 pm. TO DISCUSS OUR NEXT MOVES.  DO COME.    

 

 



Dates for your diary... 
 
TUESDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER, 6 p.m.  Planning Committee Meeting to Decide on the 

Sainsbury's Application.  Halifax Town Hall.   The councillor's are being recommended to 

accept the application, so it will be really important to get a big turn out to oppose.  We hope 

to fill the van, so please contact us if you want to come. 

 

SATURDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER.  The Treesponsibility Trail. Pick ups 9.30 a.m. 

Hebden Bridge Station, 10 a.m. Todmorden station.  We'll be tree-planting at South Grain 

in the morning, followed by a visit to former tree-planting sites in the afternoon.   This event 

is part of the South Pennines Walk and Ride Festival. and it would be really good to have a 

good turn out to get the planting season off to a really good start.   Please book if you would 

like to come – ring 07847 815 926 or email treesponsibility@yahoo.co.uk 

 

TUESDAY 23
rd
 SEPTEMBER, 7 – 9 p.m.  Water and Land Management in the Upper 

Calder.  Waterside Room, Hebden Bridge Town Hall.  All welcome, no booking required.  

This is an event we are running as part of Calderdale Council's flood resilience programme, 

funded by DEFRA.  There will be cake! 

 

7.10 – Flood Risk overview of the catchment. Issues and management schemes.  Andrew 

Coen, Environment Agency. 

 

7.30 p.m. Key Features of the Upper Calder Valley area.  Robin Gray, South Pennines Local 

Nature Partnership 

 

8.00 – Research and its application in the Calder valley.  Vikki Hirst, water@leeds. 

• Modelling surface water run off 

• EMBER project on moorland burning 

• Stakeholder involvement in flood management 

• Rural and urban water management 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 1st OCTOBER, Trades Club, 6.30 pm.  BAN THE BURN meeting. 

 

 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 31ST – SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2ND. The Treesponsibility 

Gathering.  Please Book. We'll be staying at Height Gate and we will kick things off with a 

Samhain Meal on the Friday night.  We will be working at Gorpley on the Saturday finishing 

off the hedge, and we will be installing living willow revetments at Gorpley on the Sunday, 

helping to stabilise the eroding slopes.  As per normal, £25 will get you all your meals and 

accommodation, but concessions are available if that is beyond your purse. 

 

FRIDAY 21ST NOVEMBER – SUNDAY 23RD NOVEMBER.  Keith's 40th Birthday 

Planting Weekend.  all welcome Please book. (Yes we know that his birthday was in 

August, but that's outside the planting season!)  Once again we will be staying at Height 

Gate , but this time we will be planting hazel coppice at North Dene Woods near West Vale, 

in a council-owned woodland which is being managed by BlackBark.   

Saturday night is party night! 


