


Happy birthday to Anne!  Happy Birthday (a week later) to treesponsibility! 
 

To begin with, many thanks to Jon at Lambert Printers for agreeing to squeeze the newsletter into 

his busy day at no notice, so that it can be ready this weekend.  As per normal at this time of 

year, things are a bit hectic and the spring newsletter generally gets put together at breakneck speed 

– but this one is being put together even faster than usual in just half a day. 

 

So what have we been busy doing?  Well firstly there is Gorpley (see overleaf) – which is a real 

challenge – a very wet and tussocky site, with terrible access for materials.  Bear has been carrying 

huge loads of deer shelters long distances and has his eye on a tracked trolley thingy. Woodland on 

this hillside will have real value in “slowing the flow” but it is a really difficult site to plant – 

particularly in the pouring rain – on our first two plantings we were unable to screef because any 

hole became an instant puddle.    Oh my goodness it is a difficult site!  Big thank yous to GAPS and 

the council volunteer team who have collectively planted 560 trees (in truly appalling weather).  

The site also has a harsh deadline of the end of this March.  We are crossing our fingers that we can 

do the remaining 1600 or so trees in  two planting weekends, an Environment Agency day, and four 

Thursday workdays.  (We are going to leave the mulching until afterwards to speed things up). 

 

But site work is not the only thing keeping us busy. We are getting really excited about being a 

“Fresh Aire pilot project” as this could provide a 10 year funding programme from April 2015!!   

It would feel rather odd to have a bit of financial security after all this time, but I am sure we would 

manage to cope with it.  Billy has been doing on spreadsheets, and I've been to their workshop and 

been dealing with the people who are pulling the bid together.  Once again, fingers crossed. 

 

Things are also looking good for  the 2014/2015 season.  With £15,000 from the CMBC's “Cleaner 

Greener” fund, potentially the same again from the EA, materials from the Woodland Trust, and our 

“core” funding from SUMA, we should be able to plant all the remaining sites on our books after 

the site visit day (see opposite) – that is to say Laneside Farm, South Grain, hedging at Gorpley, 

Holden Gate, Croft House, Strines Farm, Hebden Wood and Windy Harbour, plus erosion control.   

THIS MEANS THAT WE ARE URGENTLY LOOKING FOR NEW SITES SO THAT WE 

HAVE A PORTFOLIO OF SUITABLE SITES READY FOR FRESH AIRE IN 2015.   
If you own suitable land, or can supply any “leads” please contact us  asap. 

 

What other news is there?  Ban the Burn has been active recently, see page 7, and the weight of 

scientific evidence is really beginning to stack up that burning increases run-off, whereas moorland 

restoration can decrease it (see pages 6 and 8). 

 

On a sad note, we are gutted that Mary Seaton is leaving the council.  Mary has been the Woodlands 

Officer of the council for several years, and she has been ace!  We wish her all the best at her new 

job at SUSTRANS.  Fortunately she will be replaced (for at least one year) and the new officer will 

have priorities which include the SOURCE partnership.  He or she will have a hard act to follow.   

 

And finally..... 

Please join us on 7-9 March to celebrate treesponsibility's 15th Birthday. 

We will be sleeping at Height Gate (so bring warm bedding!) and planting at 

Gorpley (so bring gumboots).  We have got some funding for volunteer expenses 

for this weekend, so there will be no charge (but please book a.s.a.p.).  As per 

normal there will be a celebration meal on the Saturday night to which you are 

all invited.  Ring or email for further details. 

 
Xxx Dongria 



Upland site assessments. 

More and more sites are being proposed for tree planting but all sites need to be assessed to 

make sure there won’t be any adverse effects on biodiversity or archaeology. So this has led 

to Dongria arranging a site assessments day on Monday 17th February with others with an 

interest in wildlife and archaeology. They included David Shepherd, a local archaeologist, 

Hugh Firman, Conservation Officer for Calderdale Council, Tim Melling from RSPB and 

Portia Fincham and Stella Paterson both keen ecologists from the Upper Calder Wildlife 

Network.  Dongria, Gavin and Christina represented Treesponsiblity. Finally me! On a 

student placement with the Countryside Service. 

The first site brought us to Hebden Wood where we were greeted by the enthusiastic land 

owner, St John, and his friendly sheep.  His plans are to become self sufficient by planting 

trees for woodfuel and keeping livestock. We were treated to great views of a hare rushing up 

the field. The site proved to be of great archaeological value with the mole hills unearthing 

fragments of history buried amongst “Dawson City”, where the workforce for the 

construction of Walshaw Dene reservoir was housed.  There was also a standing stone.        

St. John then took us to a second site (Windy Harbour).  He had initially planned to have 

trees planted at the bottom but this had to be changed to the top as it was teaming with flora 

species and come summer will be rich in biodiversity.  

We then visited a third site at Strines Clough.  This was suitable for tree-planting, but  it was 

hard to access and there were a number of small patches of wetland plants that will need to 

avoided, so a survey will be carried out come summer. 

We stopped off at the fourth site, named Rambles, where we were greeted with a warm 

welcome from the owner and her two excitable dogs and endless cups of tea. It was a great 

wetland habitat especially for wading birds such as curlew, lapwing and snipe making it 

unsuitable for large scale tree planting. Overhead we spotted 18 whooper swans and a vole 

scurried just by our feet.  

Unfortunately the fifth site wasn’t suitable for planting on but the clough just over the wall 

looked perfect, only they hadn’t been in contact about their land. Not letting this deter us we 

drove on to the next site, Croft House Farm, above Cornholme, where a pond type water 

catchment would be ideal in slowing down the water course and help stop it from running 

straight down into the valley below.  Trees and hedgerows could be planted on the site. 

Looking out from within the van over the grey skies and moors we discussed the final sites 

and the day overall. It had been a productive day highlighting factors that need to be assessed 

for the promotion of biodiversity and flood resilience. Contacting landowners along the 

valley especially those of cloughs would mean that we could target areas to maximise 

landscape and biodiversity enhancements.  

With a special thank you to Dongria for organising the event, Gavin who kindly drove us to 

each and every site, Christina who helped host the trip and of course the owners who invited 

us on to their land.                                                                                          Betony Atkinson 







Recent Research from the University of Leeds 
 

 

Ramchunder, S.J, Brown, L.E. & Holden, J. (2013) Rotational vegetation burning effects on 

peatland stream ecosystems. Journal of Applied Ecology 50: 636-648 

 

- Combined two studies: 3 burned vs. 3 unburned catchments, sampled seasonally, 

then 5 burned vs. 5 unburned catchments sampled once in summer. Sites ranged 

from the northern Peak District to Moor House NNR, East Cumbria. 

- Streams were sampled for benthic macroinvertebrate larvae and several water 

quality and physical parameters 

- Streams draining burned catchments were characterized by higher fine particulate 

organic matter (FPOM), suspended sediment concentration (SSC), aluminium, iron 

and dissolved organic carbon than unburnt intact catchments. Anion concentrations 

were higher in unburned catchments. 

- benthic macroinvertebrate richness, diversity and the abundance of both herbivores 

and predators were significantly lower in streams draining burned catchments. 

- Chironomidae (non-biting midges) and Simuliidae (black fly) larvae were more 

abundant in burned catchment streams 

 

 

Holden, J., Wearing, C., Palmer, S., Jackson, B., Johnson, K.L. & Brown, L.E. Fire decreases 

near-surface hydraulic conductivity and macropore flow in blanket peat. Hydrological 

Processes in press 

- Experimentally investigated how fires influence near-surface hydrological processes 

in peat in soil patches ranging from recently burned (within last 2 years, including 

immediately after a wildfire at Marsden Moor) through to mature heather (on grouse 

moors, and at Moor House which has not been burned for >50 years) 

- Tension disc infiltrometers used to investigate water flow through macropores 

(cavities >75µm) and saturated hydraulic conductivity (a measure of how easily water 

moves through soil pores and fractures) 

- Where there had been recent burning (<2 years, <4 years or a wildfire), hydraulic 

conductivity was approximately three times lower than where there was no burning 

or where burning was last conducted >15 years ago. 

- the contribution of macropore flow to overall infiltration was significantly lower 

(between 12% and 25% less) in the recently burnt treatments compared to mature 

heather/unburned plots 

- Soil subjected to recent wildfire behaved similarly to managed burn plots <4 year 

since burning 

- reduction of macropore flow may be due to collapse of soil pores during soil drying,  

fine sediment and ash from burned vegetation blocking up macropore entrances, or 

the development of a hydrophobic layer linked to effects of fire heat. 

- Results suggest burning impedes infiltration of water into the soil, thus potentially it 

increases infiltration excess overland flow 

 



BAN THE BURN DEMO  21 February 2014 
 

 

 

Protesters armed with mops and buckets visited the Head Office of Natural England this morning to 

deliver a clear message........DON'T FUND FLOODING. 

 

Millions of £s of public money is being paid out in “environmental stewardship” subsidies to grouse 

moor owners who are burning protected blanket bog. This is detrimental to designated priority 

habitat, decreases the ability of peat-lands to store rain water, and the bare ground left after burning 

increases run-off of water. 

 

Jim Peterken, a Ban The Burn supporter, said, 

“The general public may be interested in the issue that our hard-earned public tax 

money is being paid to rich landowners to flood us. Grouse moor owners are being paid 

millions of pounds through the environmental stewardship scheme, to protect the 

uplands. But they are burning blanket bog and making flooding worse in areas like 

Hebden Bridge. Not to mention destroying biodiversity.” 

Natural England advised staff to avoid visiting their Head Office this morning, in an attempt 

to avoid conversation or confrontation between workers and flood victims. 

 

 




