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Hello and Welcome to Volume 3 Issue 2 of the treesponsibility newsletter. 
Initially this was  supposed to the Winter Solstice edition.  Then, I hoped to 
get it out before Christmas.  Now it is the New Year 2019 edition (and I am 
still crossing my fingers that it will be out by New Year’s Day).  Anyway, 
Happy New Year, and a hearty good riddance to 2018 which has been a 
horrible year in so many ways – personal health issues, delays and 
difficulties in treesponsibility, and the unremitting grimness of national and 
international politics.  ANYWAY, let’s just put a stake in its heart, and move 
swiftly on to working together to make the world a better place in 2019…..

….which leads me seamlessly on to the TREESPONSIBILITY’S NEW 
YEAR PLANTING DAY, which will take place from 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 
6th of January.  (This is a slight break with tradition – in previous years our 
new year’s plantings have taken place on the 1st, but we are hoping that 
delaying it a bit will ensure us a better turn out, giving people a bit more 
chance to recover from the revelries!).  This year’s site will be at the 
Gorpley Spur, above the bit we did last year.  The site is on the left hand side
of the A681 Bacup Road, just after Clough Foot.  If you are coming by car 
you can park on the roadside, and there will also be mini-bus pick-ups, from 
Hebden Bridge station at 10.15, and Todmorden station at 10.40.  PLEASE 
LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE WANTING A SEAT, so we can bring another
vehicle if there are not enough spaces. Be warned that the site is pretty steep,
so it’s not suitable for little ones.  Be sure to wear stout footwear, bring 
waterproofs, and dress up warm.

Unfortunately I will not be able to join you for tree plantings for the next 
couple of months at least, as annoyingly I had a second tumour, so I have 
had to have an operation which is going to put me out of action for a bit.  
Grrrr!   I am currently recuperating at my daughter’s – being a slight invalid 
is definitely NOT my cup of tea, I cannot wait to be back on the hillsides 
again.  Being laid up has also made it  difficult to compile this newsletter, so
I am grateful to Billy, who has helped with the lay-out, and to the children of
Ripponden School, and New Road School Sowerby, who wrote about their 
treesponsibility experience, and saved me having to write four pages.  
(Nothing wrong with a bit of child labour – in moderation, of course!).

While I am on the subject of the newsletter, it has occurred to me that the 
next issue will mark the occasion of our 21st birthday.  It would be really 
great if some of the people who have come and planted with us over the 
years could send in some reminiscences –  maybe a funny story, or your first
impressions, a photo, something you were inspired to do afterwards, or an 
abiding memory.  It doesn’t have to be a huge job, just a paragraph or two 
would be ample.

Looking forward to seeing you all again as soon as I can,  xx Dongria



As a climate action group, Treesponsibility whole-heartedly backs the 
demands of the Extinction Rebellion:-

FIGHT 
FOR LIFE
We are facing an unprecedented global emergency. The 
government has failed to protect us. To survive, it’s going to 
take everything we’ve got.

OUR DEMANDS:
1.The Government must tell the truth about the climate and 
wider ecological emergency, reverse inconsistent policies and 
work alongside the media to communicate with citizens.

2.The Government must enact legally binding policy 
measures to reduce carbon emissions to net zero by 2025 and
to reduce consumption levels.

3.A national Citizen’s Assembly to oversee the changes, as 
part of creating a democracy fit for purpose.



School Plantings

Christina has been working very hard this year to fulfill our targets for the DEFRA Trees 
for Learning funding stream.  The actual plantings are really just the cherry on the cake –
there is a huge amount of background work liaising with schools, checking that 
landowners are fully in the loop, writing risk assessments and organising transport and 
follow up evaluation visits.

So far this planting season we have have organised plantings for 16 Junior schools 
(Cornholme, St. Joseph's, Todmorden C of E, Castle Hill, Colden, Riverside, two schools 
from Luddendenfoot, Bolton Brow, Old Earth, Ripponden, Barkisland, New Road, both 
Sowerby village Schools and Mixenden, (not to mention the home education group who 
do not count for the purposes of the grant!). 

For me, the school tree-plantings are the most rewarding aspect of the treesponsibility 
work, and the children really enjoy them too.  My most poignant moment of the year 
was when I asked one little lad what he thought of it, and he replied that it was:-
"the best two hours of my life".  Definitely lump in throat time.

We still have some sites which are suitable for planting with children, so we are hoping 
that more schools will come out with us in March and April.  If you work with a school 
and would like to bring a class out, or if are a parent who could help to kick things into 
motion at your child's school, please email us or ring Christina on 07709 690 368.









Our local contractors

I thought it would be a nice idea to do a feature on some of the unsung 
heroes of treesponsibility – the local contractors who provide vital services 
to us to keep the whole thing going,......

Our hessian mulch mats are really 
important to us – our funders require 
weed control, so the only other option 
would be to use glyphosate, which we 
obviously  DO NOT  want to do.

Our mulch mats come from Martin's Mill 
packaging, a small firm in Halifax.  Rob 
(pictured) makes them up, and delivers 
them to our polytunnel where they are 
wrapped around newspapers and bagged 
up for delivery to site.

At this point I should do a special thank 
you to Rhia and Neil, who helped get 
3000 mulch packs ready for the planting 
at Gorpley.

 

Central Garage in Todmorden is very much our 
type of coach company, and Tony is very much 
our sort of driver.

Some of  the schools we work with do not have 
their own transport, so we need to hire a 35 
seater coach to take the kids to the planting 
site. Often this involves journeys along windy 
single track roads, but Tony never bats an eyeid,
and he is always  cheerful  and obliging even 
when the children tramp back on to the bus 
with muddy feet after the tree-planting is over.

He says he likes to get out of the office!



Poor Jack Whitaker!

Treesponsibility staff do all the easy fencing
jobs, but quite often we have to stockproof 
areas which are challenging to say the 
leaqst - extremely steep, or stony, or wet 
and horrible.

At such times we call for Jack, and he has 
never let us down yet.  I have never seen 
him lose his smile, even as he strides off 
across some blasted area in horizontal rain.

When it comes to digger work, Lee Mitchell is our man (pictured here at the attenuation pond 
he dug last season at Cragg Vale Business Park).

I suspect that there may well be another generation of Mitchell's with diggers – I visited his 
house once, where his three year old son had  the entire front room  filled with an 
agglomeration plasticdiggers of  various shapes and sizes.



Diary Dates

Sunday 6th January – NEW YEAR’S PLANTING.  Minibus pick-ups 10.15 
at Hebden Bridge Station, and 10.40 at Todmorden Station.  For full site details please 
see introduction.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE A PLANTING EVERY SUNDAY FROM
THE 6TH JAN UNTIL MID MARCH.  WE HAVE LOADS OF TREES TO PLANT
SO PLEASE COME AND JOIN US.  (EMAIL OR RING CHRISTINA FIRST ON 
07709 690 368)

PLANTING WEEKENDS - 
£35 per head for great vegan food and accommodation from Friday evening to Sunday 
afternoon, but everyone can join us at no charge for the planting sessions on the weekend
days.  Please  let us know if you intend to come so we can let you know last minute 
details of parking and pick-up arrangements.  Remember to wear stout shoes, bring 
waterproofs and dress up warm.

1st - 3rd February – Planting weekend still available for a group booking 
(Minimum 15 people).  Accommodation will be at Height Gate Camping Barn.  

15th - 17th February.  OPEN planting weekend.  All welcome. 
Accommodation will be at Height Gate Camping Barn.

Fri 8th  – Sun 10th March.  Treesponsibility’s 21st Birthday 
Weekend
Come and help us celebrate!  Twenty-one feels like a bit of a milestone, so we would 
love to have a good turn-out for this one.

22-24th March – Booked for the York Tibet Support Group, but everyone welcome to
join us for the plantings on the Saturday and Sunday.

5th - 7th April.  Booked for the GAPS reunion weekend, but everyone welcome to join 
us for the plantings on the Saturday and Sunday.

19th - 21st April.  – Planting weekend still available for a group booking  
(Minimum 15 people).  Accommodation will be at Height Gate Camping Barn.  

_____________________________________________________________

And finally……. We received this nice message from SUMA Wholefoods, who 
have helped to keep treesponsibility going, through thick and thin for many a year:-

We feel very lucky and happy to have the amazing hard-working people of Treesponsibilty right on 
our doorstep. We’re all so grateful for their support in helping us reduce our impact on the world 
around us through tree planting. Suma has had a long association with Treesponsibilty and we very 
much look forward to planting many more trees in Calderdale in 2019, for the benefit of local people
now, and in the future..  Best wishes and thanks from all at Suma,                                               
Julius Nicholson, Co-operative Member
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